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Abstract
This thesis will seek to explore how Landscape 
Architecture, through strategic urban design and 
planning, can be instrumental to improving the 
unstable population within Urban communities. 
Such horrific decay of urban areas occur because 
of uncertain economic forecast. Urban communities 
or cities have a tendency of experiencing 
drastic fluctuation of population size (during 
various economic cycles) due to economic 
volatility. With effective urban planning and 
implementations of new regulations, urban 
communities are able to weather the unpredictable 
economic landscape. Sustainable planning can be 
realized through the enhancement of existing 
urban amenities, providing alternative to 
vehicular transportation, and reducing  urban 
sprawl through mix-use developments. 
Maximizing social and economic benefits for the 
city or urban community in particular with human 
health, a public problem in America today is the 
alarming obesity rate among children.  Entrepre-
neurial activities of local development officials 
do stimulate investment for the urbanscape. 
Highlighting the character of the cultural 
heritage urban community’s is also of great 
importance.  Community members will begin to 
embrace an environmental sense of place for their 
urban community. With the intent of eliminating 
negative impacts on our urban amenities, the 
technique of promoting the metropolitan’s 
potential for high economic success. Allowing 
higher degree of socioeconomic diversity among 
the community’s population, add vitality, economic 
stability, and even safety because it will allow for 
land-usage at various times of the day.   
Key Words:  Urban Fabric, Urban 
Designing & planning, 
Socioeconomic
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Problem Statement
2
How can Landscape Architecture, in 
relation to urban areas, be used to 
stabilize populations as they 
increase and decrease with 
economic cycles?  
Statement of Intent
Typology: 
 Urban Amenities such as    
 streetscapes and parks, 
 urban areas which strive to 
 minimize negative urban 
 environmental impacts through   
 strategic urban planning and 
 innovative designs.
Claim:    
 Landscape Architects can provide  
 innovative, yet sustainable design 
 strategies, that enhance the  
 overall health and stability of the  
 urban fabric.
Premises: 
Actor: 
 Urban designers, along with              
        local government and non-
        government agencies, can provide       
        legislation and regulations.
Action: 
 Communication can be defined as    
 the exchange of thoughts and   
 ideas,opinions or  information to  
 develop a common understanding  
 between designers and local 
 government agencies.
Actor:  
 Landscape Architects, 
        Urban Designers, City Planners
Action:  
 Design and Implement of urban 
 amenities,such as streetscape and  
 parks, create policies,Strategic   
 Planning, and legislations   
Object: 
  Society, Urban Fabric 
3
Public plazas and open spaces are 
not solely created by virtue of 
form, design and choice of materi-
als. They are the manifestation of 
urban designers and planners who, 
in response to the needs of the 
public,create beautiful and useful 
urban infrastructures,which suits 
the needs of its citizens.
 Not without strong design, convic-
tion and zoning regulations, city 
officials are able enhance the well-
being, and living standards of the 
citizens. Local government, and po-
litical organization of urban com-
munities can become complex. Urban 
living involves complicated rela-
tionships of social and economic 
interests. Through elaborate and 
well-conceived plans of action, var-
ious governing bodies. Urban living 
should prove to be a great experi-
ence. 
Statement of Intent
Object:  
   Urban designers can provide the  
    public sector with ideas for the  
   future of a metropolitan area,  
          While giving the public sector    
   an opportunity to interpret their   
   urban area through  their own   
    lens or perspective. 
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Conclusion/ Unifying Idea: 
Project Justification: 
According to both Moor and Rowland 
“As, collectively, we have democratically 
reached this conclusion, it becomes very 
important to debate the best way of 
developing our limited natural resourc-
es to cope with an increasingly uncertain 
future (Moor & Rowland 2006).”
Residing in urban areas takes a high 
degree of organization of businesses, 
institutions and governmental support 
to make a successful mechanism for 
human habitation. 
Urban areas of high population density 
require local governments to assume the 
basic responsibility of providing 
services,while regulating,promoting and 
charting the most desirable, yet  
advantageous pattern of community 
develop. All while attracting the most 
appropriate economic investment 
endeavors for the community, without 
compromising the integrity of the urban 
community. 
Statement of Intent
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T H E P R O P O S A L
6
Landscape Architects and environmental 
designers learn to see the world 
differently, which can prevent 
Innovation, adaptation, and  organization 
of basic Urban elements. Creating New 
and reusable places within the metropoli-
tan landscape is becoming a critical issue 
for environmental designers. 
Even though Cites and communities are 
experiencing major fluctuations with 
their populations. Most Cities are expect-
ed to increase by a significant amount. “ 
The American Population is expected to 
increase by 60 million before the year 
2025. Many of these new citizens will 
want a  freestanding house and a garden. 
Twelve million new homes will be built 
in the first decade of the 21st century 
alone (Gillham & Nelson 2002).” 
Landscape Architects will be called upon 
to create interactive, yet highly tasteful 
designs that meet the needs of the citi-
zens. While also being respectful of the 
urban landscape. 
Bronowski said it best that “the rise of 
civilization has been traced as the intel-
lectual evolution of a species with the 
ability to understand nature, and as a re-
sult, the capacity to control rather than 
to  be controlled by the environment. 
Humankind, through its intervention of 
tools and knowledge, has developed the 
capacity to mold both its environment and 
its future (Bronowski 1973:19).”
Narrative
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Every public area has many users other 
than the client who pays for the project. 
It is our duty as designers to take into 
account the users and make sure we are 
designing something that can be used 
harmoniously by a variety of 
different people.
The following are groups of people in 
the metropolitan area that could benefit 
from  having landscape architectural 
elements:
Workers
There will need to be an increase in staff 
at the Parks and Recreational division in 
order to maintain this new addition. This 
will include security, tour guides, 
maintenance, landscapers, administrative 
and any other needs.
School Children
Part of the new urban rejuvenation plan 
is the addition of a creative educational  
elements for children in collaboration 
with the local public school district. 
This means that many more elementary 
and high school students will be going 
around the metropolitan area to learn 
about different amenities. Children of 
all ages can benefit and learn from a ar-
chitectural elements.
User/Client Description
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Local Businesses and companies
Businesses or companies which are 
located in the downtown area can benefit 
greatly from this design, which could 
become a great asset for them. These 
additions will have places for both 
businesses and companies to showcase 
their work along with spaces to meet with 
and educate the general public.
None of these groups have any specific
physical restrictions or health issues 
that pertain to the design of any these 
urban amenities. Although care will be 
taken to ensure that the design consid-
ers General issues such as ADA, safety 
and sustainability. In addition, all num-
bers will be researched to ensure an ac-
curate estimate of usage for the most of 
the new Public spaces.
User/Client Description
General Working Public
The position of these new urban 
amenities will open up opportunities for 
usage by the many workers downtown. 
I believe that urban parks/ plazas could 
become a lunchtime spot for many 
people. Also various events can be held 
during lunchtime and may bring interest 
to the to most of the new public spaces.
9
Major Project Elements
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The major project elements of this par-
ticular project are the redevelopment of 
most urban areas. First of all the over-
all planning of the city of Bismarck, ND 
will need to be developed through analy-
sis and growth plan expectations for the 
region of North Dakota. 
Bismarck, ND has a considerable sum 
of green spaces and natural areas, sev-
eral of which are within or adjacent to 
the Downtown area. The existing parks 
and open spaces have been identified in 
the throughout the city of Bismarck, 
ND. They have been placed into different 
categories: community parks, neighbor-
hood parks, school district parks, and 
open spaces. The categories reflect both 
the different sizes and the functions of 
the spaces in the city. In addition to the 
parks and open spaces, a series of linear 
parks or greenways should be created. 
The linear parks are divided into three 
categories: greenways, bikeways, and eco-
linkages.
Parks, plazas, open space and greenways 
form the ecological infrastructure of 
any community. They provide habitat and 
beauty to community as well as ecosystem 
services such as water infiltration, habi-
tat, shading, and places of refuge and 
serenity. They also can provide key trans-
portation linkages for cyclists, pedestri-
ans, and other non-vehicular transpor-
tation. One of the design challenges will 
be the improvement to the transportation 
linkages through the city of Bismarck 
area. One of the strategies that emerged 
from my visit of the city was to find ways 
to better link the existing green spaces, 
and to integrate this with the on-going 
process of developing a comprehensive 
greenways strategy for the entire city of 
Bismarck, ND. 
Bismarck 
http://geology.com/state-map/north-dakota.shtmlNorth Dakota Burleigh County
CITY OF Bismarck
Site Information-Macro
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Burleigh County is located in 
the state of North Dakota. As 
of 2010, the population was 
81,308 for Burleigh county 
with 61,272 residents within 
City of Bismarck.Bismark is also 
the county seat of Burleigh 
County.
Burleigh County
Highway 1804 
I-94
Site Information
The site is the city of Bismarck, ND located 
in the south central portion of North
Dakota in Burleigh County, approximately 
196 miles east west of Fargo, ND on the 
Missouri River.
City of Bismarck,ND
Image courtesy of Google Earth
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The major project elements of this par-
ticular project are the redevelopment of 
most urban areas. First of all the over-
all planning of the city of Bismarck, ND 
will need to be developed through analy-
sis and growth plan expectations for the 
region of North Dakota. Bismarck, ND 
has a considerable sum of green spaces 
and natural areas, several of which are 
within or adjacent to the Downtown area. 
The existing parks and open spaces have 
been identified in the throughout the city 
of Bismarck, ND. They have been placed 
into different categories: community 
parks, neighborhood parks, school dis-
trict parks, and open spaces. The catego-
ries reflect both the different sizes and 
the functions of the spaces in the city. 
In addition to the parks and open spac-
es, a series of linear parks or greenways 
should be created. The linear parks are 
divided into three categories: greenways, 
bikeways, and eco-linkages.
Project Emphasis
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Communicating   with  the language of 
Landscape architecture can be complicat-
ed and designers need to know if their 
messages are being understood by soci-
ety. An urbanscape plaza is a Landscape 
architectural element placed where land-
scape architects can educate our society 
about landscape architecture and why 
its  important for them to understand its 
relevance in our society. Has Landscape 
Architects we are  charge with the task  of 
creating order and harmony in our rela-
tionship with the environment. Only then 
will a landscape architect’s message be 
will readily understood by society.
Research will be conducted in many 
related areas of interest to ensure 
complete understanding of the problem 
and site. These areas will include: 
Programmatic requirements, historical 
context, site analysis and case study 
analysis of the project typology. Also 
special consideration will be taken in 
researching the Theoretical Premise/
Unifying Idea.
A Plan for Proceeding: 
Research Direction
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I plan to employ a mixed method 
approach to my research, and specifical-
ly, I will be using the Concurrent  
Trans-formative Strategy. Qualitative 
and quantitative data will be integrated 
at various stages to insure an encom-
passing view of my premises. I will present 
all final analyses and interpretations of 
data both in text and graphically.
Qualitative data will include, but is not 
limited to, site visits and interviews with 
local government officials who assisted 
me to gain a better understanding of how 
zoning regulations that are currently in 
place, and how they impact the site to its 
surrounding context.
Quantitative data will include, but is not 
limited to,statistical and scientific data 
gathered from reliable secondary sourc-
es.
Design Methodology: 
My progress will be compiled every two 
weeks during the design process. All 
elements will be documented digital-
ly through photography and scanning. 
These elements may include: sketches, 
digital drawings, models and any other 
important aspects of the design process. 
All valuable information will be included 
in my final thesis book so it can be made 
available to future scholars.
Design Documentation: 
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Second Year
271 Fall 2008 - Kathleen Pepple
A Tea House (Garden) 
Fargo, ND
Halverson Park Project 
Battle Lake MN
272 Spring 2009 - Mark Linquist & Dominic 
Fischer 
Outdoor Gathering Area Analysis
Fargo, ND
Canora Green Park 
Winnipeg, Canada
One-way Corridors (Concrete competition)
Fargo, ND
Third Year
371 Fall 2009 -  Stevie Famulari 
Defiant Garden
Fargo, ND
Regent Revitalization Project
Regent, ND
Snow Symposium (Snow Block Competition) 
Winnipeg, Canada
Plexi  Model  -  Matt Chambers
372 Spring 2010 - Kathleen Pepple & Jay 
Kost 
UTTC Tribal College 
Bismarck, ND
Roosevelt Neighborhood 
Fargo, ND 
Previous Studio Experience: 
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Fourth Year
471 Fall 2010 - Jay Kost & Nicki Carlson
Urban Form I & II: Building
Zoning and Codes Regulation Policy
Fargo, ND
Urban Re-design Project: (Stormwater 
Management) 
Duluth, MN
472 Spring 2011 - Stevie Famulari 
Jello Model
Environmental Remediation 
Phyto-remediation: 5 Stage Project
Perham, MN
Fifth Year
571 Fall 2011 - Dominic Fischer 
Red River Basin: Eco-systems Project
North Dakota, Minnesota, and Manitoba 
Previous Studio Experience: 
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Project Schedule / time line 
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5 October Proposal Due
14 October Theoretical Premise/Historical 
Research
26 October Case Studies
29 October Last Day of ALA 563
2 November Programming/Code Requirements
9 November Site Analysis
16-21 November Last Week of LA 571
9 December Program Due by 5:00
14-18 December Finals Week
16-20 January Design method: Research / Analysis
6-10 February Design method: Research / Analysis
13-17 February Schematic Design
20-24 February Schematic Design
27-02 March Design Develop: Master plan
1 March Design Develop: Master Plan
8 March Design Develop: Master Plan
15 March Thesis Break 
22 March Design develop: Site Planning
1 March Design Develop: Site Planning
02-06 March Design Detailing 
2-6 April Design Detailing 
9-13 April Design Detailing 
16-20 April Board Composition
Final Boards & cd due 
23-27 April Boards/ Formal Review
30-04 May Thesis Presentation: Formal Review 
7-11 May Thesis Presentation: Documentation
12 May Graduation/ Commencement 
D O C
P R O G R
U E N T
A M
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T H E R E S E A R C H
20
The field of Urban designing and plan-
ning  came about has a result of poor 
living conditions for city dwellers who 
were in need of a much higher quality of 
life. This became more evident when inner 
cities throughout America became com-
pletely dilapidated due to unacceptable 
living standards. 
Urban Designing or planning takes vision 
from individuals and governing bodies 
with bold ideas.  Such an approach to 
the field of urban design and planning 
needed to guide a city into the future 
regardless of the numerous challenges 
that may lie ahead. Having a comprehen-
sive plan can be the difference between 
a thriving metropolitan and a city in de-
cay in and destruction. A comprehensive 
plan provides a coordinated and over-
view look at individual elements within 
the city and integrates them in a manner 
that helps achieve the city’s vision.
The impetus strive for the development 
of planning lay in a critique of the 
industrial city and a desire to re-create 
cities according to enlightened design 
principles. From the theoretical perspec-
tive of this investigation, I will be taking 
a closer look into how urban planners 
or designers can create programs, and 
polices. Which complements the econom-
ic, ecological and environmental urbans-
cape.
Theoretical premise for this research 
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“The new mode of planning activity has 
complex ramifications, and is not just 
retreat from earlier, purer goals. Plan-
ners are less inclined to mystify their 
activities by pretending to be doing one 
thing (comprehensive decision-making in 
the public interest) while performing an-
other (fostering capital accumulation 
and mediating tensions between capital 
and community).” 
The concept of New Urbanism allows ur-
ban designers and planners the oppor-
tunity to retrofit an existing city to meet 
the needs of citizens. New Urbanism is 
an American urban design movement that 
arose in the early 1980s. Its goal is to 
reform many aspects of real estate de-
velopment and urban planning, from 
urban retrofits to suburban infill. Re-
ducing urban sprawls across America is 
something that every urban designer and 
planner needs to make their number one 
priority. Creating high-density cities and 
communities can be obtain through the 
use of mix—use. Modern cities should 
strive to become mechanism, which sus-
tain human contact.
New urbanize neighborhoods are design 
to contain a diverse range of housing 
and jobs, and to be walkable. New Urban-
ism can include (neo) traditional neigh-
borhood design and transit-oriented de-
velopment. The concept of smart growth 
should be a tool that every urban plan-
ner employs whenever planners are try-
ing to remediate a city of its ill urban 
designing or planning practice.
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Smart Growth is the understanding that 
urban planners can alter certain land 
uses that were once designate for a par-
ticular purpose for another to suit its 
citizen’s present needs.
Smart Growth is an urban planning and 
transportation theory that concen-
trates growth in the center of a city to 
avoid urban sprawl; and advocates com-
pact, transit-oriented, walkable, bicycle-
friendly land use, including neighbor-
hood schools, streets that work for 
everyone, mixed-use development with a 
range of housing choices.
Smart growth values long-range, re-
gional considerations of sustainability 
over a short-term focus. Its goals are to 
achieve a unique sense of community and 
place; expand the range of transporta-
tion, employment, and housing choices; 
equitably distribute the costs and ben-
efits of development; preserve and en-
hance natural and cultural resources; 
and promote public health.
Creating an urban hub works well when 
it satisfies its dwellers in a manner that 
suits that needs of everyone that uses 
the community. Successful urban hubs 
cannot be achieved without addressing 
the topic of suburbia and the issues that 
came about once suburbs were created.
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“In one sense conscious human activity is 
guiding urban development as never be-
fore; in another sense the city appears 
to be an uncontrolled consequence of 
economic change as capitalists restruc-
ture their organizations, making the de-
cisions that determine the centers of in-
vestment and disinvestment.”
“Of the many tools of plan implementa-
tion, zoning is perhaps the most exten-
sively used. Courts have long recognized 
that many callings and occupations and 
property uses have implications involving 
matters of public interest and have been 
willing to uphold the validity of reason-
able governmental regulation of them to 
protect the public health, safety, mor-
als, and general welfare. When the con-
stitutionality of zoning ordinances was 
first challenged, courts were inclined 
to uphold them as a type of nuisance 
control (Webster 1958).”
24
HAVING THE PUBLIC-SECTORS INTERESTS
Mix-use projects are pedestrian oriented 
to the welfare and health of both the pub-
lic and private sectors. Beyond provision 
of circulation, physical design in mixed-
use projects can contribute to making 
the pedestrian’s a passage a meaningful 
experience in its own terms. Successful 
mixed-use projects all have one common 
factor. They all strive to create people-
oriented places, and make an effort to 
maintain the spaces. Such vibrant envi-
ronment designed for the use by people 
encourage, us interact with other.  
Urban Designing and planning can have 
an enormous impact upon the cultural, 
economic and political entities which in-
fluence the decision-making policies in 
term how cities or towns are developed. 
The cultural component over time as be-
come  a critical feature  which is used 
to contribute to physical, economic and 
social renewal in urban areas in a num-
ber of different ways  and that these 
principles have, to varying degrees, been 
adopted by city governments as tech-
niques of cultural regeneration.  When 
utilized to its most effective manner cit-
ies are able to achieve a much more desir-
able outcome. When applied in combina-
tion, it is suggested that the following 
principles help to show the importance 
of culture as a tool for effective regen-
eration.
There is one premise that is usually over-
looked when it comes to the subject of 
urban design, which is the opinion of the 
city dwellers who the users of the site. 
Individuals have a tendency to vacate cit-
ies they fail to provide a sense of place 
where causal contact can flourish, and 
create a sense of community. The qual-
ity of life within the city limits of mod-
ern metropolitans begins to fall short 
in providing environments for communica-
tions. This can be a key indicator for de-
termining the state of any city in terms of 
the physiological impact it can have its 
occupants.
The possibility of the accidental meet-
ing is what makes the city a fertile place. 
From the chance, conversation springs 
the new 25
Cultural perspective of urban 
Planning and designing
business idea. People position themselves 
in cities to be able to make contact with 
others who have common interests. Un-
fortunately, our cities fail to meet such 
flout expectations. Cities at times fail 
to encourage the unplanned and seren-
dipitous encounters upon which business 
grows.  
26
What this research shows that the built 
urbanscape environment needs to meet 
a wide range of urban community needs 
of changing demographics, at the end of 
the day, my intent is to integrate a sus-
tainable urbanscape environment which 
promotes diversity among its land use 
and population.  Achieving such a smart 
growth downtown area will done the ur-
ban designing and planning technique 
of mix-use developments.  The cultural 
district center of the community can be 
obtain through the creation of new com-
mercial spaces, while preserving the char-
acter of the area. Coordinating better 
non-vehicular linkages between nodes of 
activity in downtown district should be 
beneficial for both the private and public 
sectors, because this allows for an ar-
ray different amenities throughout the 
city, community, or neighborhood.  
Rethinking of public-sectors right of way 
that focus on transportation, ecological 
and view linkages can transform them 
into serving multiple functions. Roads 
that have space for cyclists, scooters, 
pedestrians, stormwater management, 
trees and plantings bring many liability, 
financial, and ecological benefits. With-
out a doubt as urban designer and plan-
ners, a smart growth approach is the 
most suitable and acceptable tool for 
reaching desirable results for future 
cities.
Conventional transportation planning 
has focused primarily on vehicular trans-
portation and the management of issues 
of mobility, access, and vehicle traffic 
conditions such vehicle speed, level of 
service, and congestion. 27
Research Summary 
The heavy focus on vehicle transporta-
tion often neglects the needs of other 
forms of transportation, specifically 
transit, walking and cycling. Because 
of such urbanism practice, our cities de-
veloped the distasteful site of urban 
sprawls. However, the focus of the Smart 
Growth mentality we can focus our ef-
forts on reducing vehicular traffic and 
encouraging people to use other forms 
of transportation. In turn, this will pro-
mote better lifestyle habits; this would 
increase the health status of citizens 
while providing an atmosphere, which is 
conducive to human interaction.  
28
 Benefits of mix-use developments
The heavy focus on vehicle transporta-
tion often neglects the needs of other 
forms of transportation, specifically 
transit, walking and cycling. Because 
of such urbanism practice, our cities de-
veloped the distasteful site of urban 
sprawls. However, the focus of the Smart 
Growth mentality we can focus our ef-
forts on reducing vehicular traffic and 
encouraging people to use other forms 
of transportation. In turn, this will pro-
mote better lifestyle habits; this would 
increase the health status of citizens 
while providing an atmosphere, which is 
conducive to human interaction.  
Mixed use development projects are more 
financially feasible. This approach to ur-
ban “infill projects” is a plus for both 
the public and private sectors. Benefits 
of mixed-used projects consist of:
The revitalization of downtown urban 
districts; supports central cities, and 
lead to mitigation back to the city.
Reduce our dependability on automo-
biles, with the obvious benefits to our 
health, environmental pollution, and 
traffic congestion issues our cities face 
on a daily basis. 
Mix-use developments create a sense of 
community. An increased social and mar-
ket interest in the creation of a sense 
community can be served by integrating 
the urbanscape environment into the mul-
tifunctional nature of lie for city dwell-
ers. I am under the conviction that, a 
person feels more at home in an urbans-
cape which includes parks, plazas, re-
tail, residential, and entertainment spac-
es. Than they would in a single-purpose 
space, which tends to create a sense of 
isolation and alienation, an example of 
this type of environment would suburbia. 
29
Case study: Dallas, TX 
30
Landscape Architect: Thomas Baslsley
Client: the City of Dallas, TX
Size: 2 Acres
This simple concept, adapted to the unique lo-
cation of Main Street Garden Park, creates a 
great civic space that dramatizes the existing 
qualities of the site and accommodates spe-
cial public gatherings, while also celebrating 
the events of everyday life of the residents in 
downtown Dallas.
Main Street Garden Park is the first of three 
new urban parks in downtown Dallas. This two-
acre park is intended to foster downtown resi-
dential and commercial growth and has been 
designed as the City’s new civic space, as well 
as the common ground for residents of adja-
cent high-rise residential buildings, university 
students and faculty, and business and com-
mercial users.
Main Street Garden Park
Design  Concept
The City’s downtown revitaliza-
tion plan calls for the razing of 
and transformation of an entire 
block into a vibrant contemporary 
public space with lawns, gardens, 
fountains, shelters, and family-
friendly amenities. Residential and 
retail development plans for the 
surrounding blocks are already 
in place and will ensure a diverse 
constituency for this new and 
vibrant urban destination.
The design team worked to integrate 
these varied and disparate uses into a 
cohesive park. The park design aims to 
create a new destination for downtown, 
one that emphasizes the architectural 
history of the area and creates new 
opportunities for civic enjoyment of the 
city.
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This programming is a vital amenity for 
people who live nearby and don’t have 
access to private yards, and their 
success in activating public spaces 
and enticing families to live downtown 
has proven to be an important factor 
as populations are moving back in to 
urban centers. 
Distinguishing Characteristic
The park is organized around a large 
central lawn which acts as the main civic 
space and foreground for the historic 
City Hall Building. By locating a great 
civic lawn at the heart of the park it 
serves as a forecourt for the historic 
City Hall, giving importance to the civic 
building fronting the park. The open sky 
allows visitors to appreciate the other 
beautiful buildings and the lawn gives 
people a place to relax, toss Frisbees, 
and gather for public events.
This programming is a vital amenity for 
people who live nearby and don’t have 
access to private yards, and their 
success in activating public spaces 
and enticing families to live downtown 
has proven to be an important factor 
as populations are moving back in to 
urban centers. 
The park is organized around the region 
does not meet the current practice and 
with a population which focuses on in-
dividuality and character. This location 
presented an opportunity for local gov-
ernment officials to introduce a sense of 
place in one of the distinguished down-
town district in Dallas, TX. What the City 
of Dallas,TX is able to do is get devel-
opers and planners to employ similar 
phraseology approach to their city. Has 
shown with this case study they were able 
to achieve the most suitable outcome for 
the taxpayers and wider urban community 
and neighborhood. 
The inspiration I will be able to takeaway 
from this project is the reorganization of 
public/ private open space, increase leg-
ibility of estate layout, reorganizing pe-
destrians circulation, lighting. This will 
in-turn attract future investment within 
the city of Bismarck,ND; by transforming 
run-down commercial, and housing estates 
into vibrant mix-use places ideal for hu-
man habitation. 
I’m able see the impact large/small parks, 
and public/private plazas can have on a 
urbanscape. Both from a policy making, 
economical and cultural standpoint. 
Conclusion
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Case study: Cleveland, OH 
Access for ALL
Design  Concept
Landscape Architect: URS Cleveland
Client: The City of Cleveland
Size: 6.2 mile-long strip of land
Cost: $ 317 Million
Both URS and BRT, were commissioned 
to conduct Conceptual and Prelimi-
nary Design of an improved system. 
This project will contribute to the re-
vitalization on Euclid Avenue. Creating 
a more transit friendly environment for 
the area. Which will encourage transit 
use and redevelopment of the urban 
downtown district. 
Local planners and residents alike are 
very excited about the completion of 
this renovation project. 
The improvements consist of the creation 
of an exclusive bus way down the cen-
ter of Euclid Avenue with one-half-mile 
spacings between stops, two new tran-
sit centers, special treatment for a bus 
transit zone to accommodate downtown 
distribution off Euclid Avenue, and up-
grades to five Red Line Rapid Transit 
stations.
This project won the Minnesota Chapter 
of American Society of Landscape Ar-
chitects (MASLA) Award for Excellence 
and the National Society (ASLA) Merit 
Award.
www.urs-cleveland.com/pdfs/URS_EuclidAvenue.pdf
Master plan showing the intersection spot along the corridor; also showing station stops 
which will minimize delays and congestions. 
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Distinguishing Characteristic
With the implementation of Land-
scaped medians as well as sidewalk
streetscape design will improve the 
physical appearance of the corridor 
and the image of transit as well. 
Special low-floored buses are be-
ing designed to reduce pollution and 
noise, facilitate faster boarding, and 
to provide a distinctive, easily identifi-
able appearance.
There are a lot energy among those 
involved with Euclid Avenue. In a city 
pummeled by news about crime, 
A profile view of Euclid Avenue showing the lavish streetscape design.
Street trees, landscaped medians and sidewalk streetscape design will improve walkability and 
enhance the image of public transportation.
www.urs-cleveland.com/pdfs/URS_EuclidAvenue.pdf
www.urs-cleveland.com/pdfs/URS_EuclidAvenue.pdf
population loss and decay, it’s a 
great, shining exception and very 
good  reason to be happy about the 
city of Cleveland’s future. 
The toughest element of this project 
is getting residents on board with 
this re-development project. Men-
tioned earlier the a city that’s rid-
dled with numerous negative impacts 
makes it a daunting task for both 
planners and local official. However 
we’ve seen that when a strong yet 
well- conceive action plan is applied 
your able to achieve a revitalization 
urban district such as the euclid cor-
ridor project. 
The park is organized around a large 
central lawn which acts as the main civic 
space and foreground for the historic 
City Hall Building. By locating a great 
civic lawn at the heart of the park it 
serves as a forecourt for the historic 
City Hall, giving importance to the civic 
building fronting the park. The open sky 
allows visitors to appreciate the other 
beautiful buildings and the lawn gives 
people a place to relax, toss Frisbees, 
and gather for public events.
Conclusion
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These case studies complement my pursuit for an 
urbanscape intervention of the city of Bismarck, 
ND. The regeneration for better urban communi-
ties and neighborhoods in the material, social and 
spiritual sense is older than recorded history. 
The attempt to provide for all human needs and 
aspirations in an uplifting environment is highly 
organized in Le Corbusier’s Radiant City project 
as against the less formal pattern of Ebenezer 
Howard’s Garden City. Each share extensive land-
scaping and each has set examples for much mod-
ern urbanism development. 
Through the Case studies of urban Designing and 
Planning I have come to learn; how town develop-
ment suffered what might be called “the tragedy 
of urban planning:” the slippage from the ideal 
during the implementation of the planning and 
implementation stages, which include the abandon-
ment of the social values and urban community 
and neighborhood facilities in its original form. 
The development of highly successful urban cities 
often illustrate how human habitation and society 
can be improved and to inspire effective action. 
Governing organizations can establish criteria 
and strategies for dealing with the huge and on-
going increases in urban populations and the new 
type and scale of problems they pose for urban 
designing and planning. The city is the place where 
the pulse of new political thought, economic sys-
tem, cultural, expression and technological has 
played out with the highest degree of intensity. 
Sustainability of urban amenities is an evolving set 
of values and objectives a dynamic interrelation 
of all the components that are essential or con-
tribute to sustaining human settlement and urban 
community. The particular contribution of these 
case studies has to be how they place urban is-
sues and aspiration within the realms of nature, 
culture and human value.
  
Summary of Case Studies 
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What made these particular case studies important 
to me is a series of  common elements I consider 
to be the four quality design guidelines of 
community design. These quality guidelines these 
particular projects utilize and exhibit are:
Spatial Structure:
They all take into account the spaces between the 
existing buildings; the lout of  streets; pedestrian 
walkways; green spaces; hard and soft landscape 
elements; street furniture and public art. 
  
Open Space:
Conservation of existing trees,  and hedges, incor-
porated into the public realm; provision of stra-
tegic open space which meets the needs of both 
human and wildlife; the preservation of the eco-
logical regions.  
Traffic:
Control of motor vehicles thorough traffic 
claiming measures; reduction of street width, and 
parking on street;maximum encouragement for 
pedestrians,cyclists and public transportation.
Focal point:
Focus for an identifiable and distinctive housing 
neighborhoods preservation of historic districts, 
neighborhoods and buildings; implementation of 
mix-use core where appropriate within the urbans-
cape environment. 
Summary of Case Studies 
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Historical context for this research 
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Urbanism since the dawn of civilization 
as played a tremendous role in the way 
we has occupant of the utilize a city. A 
well-constructed or well thought out 
urban design or planning can preserve 
a culture for millennia’s. Most Europe-
ans cities are a testaments of this ur-
ban designing and planning philosophy, 
because through great design and urban 
planning a culture will thrive. From the 
beginning stages of a city layout, urban 
planners are able to combat numerous 
adversities that a city will face through 
its life cycle. 
Urban design and planning before the 
commencement of World War I was an af-
terthought for most communities or cit-
ies. This was because most people where 
never interested in living a dense setting. 
The emergencies of certain industrial 
revolution entice individuals to seek fu-
ture prosperity and fortune within large 
cities. The  invent of the automobile only 
further this perception that life within 
the city limits was no longer a fantasy, 
but realistic goal.  
“The roots of U.S. city planning lie in 
nineteenth-century progressivism and it 
stress on order, efficiency, and techni-
cal expertise. In the realm of urban de-
velopment, the progressives aimed to 
attain housing improvements, aesthetic 
construction, and rational patterns of 
growth (Fainstein, 2007).” 
“Working this tradition, urban planners 
concerned themselves with the econo-
my only through the functional desig-
nation of physical areas within the city 
as commercial or industrial rather than 
through any direct involvement with the 
economic development process. Planners 
shaped the environment by prescription 
rather than entrepreneurial activity; the 
motive force for urban change emanated 
from private investment. As many commen-
tators have observed, ineffectiveness 
was the consequence of this essentially 
passive definition of planning. Moreover, 
the interaction between federalism and 
a locally based, non-ideological party 
system inhibited the development of a na-
tional planning thrust, which could have 
affected the location of people and in-
dustry on a broad scale (Robertson and 
Judd 1989).”
“The common interest of both government 
and developers in maximizing the poten-
tial return on a site allows the flour-
ishing of public-private partnerships. The 
new definition of planning as the process 
by which the government enables the pri-
vate sector to invest profitably in urban 
space undermines an earlier, conserva-
tive perspective wherein government was 
viewed as antagonistic to business. The 
earlier construction of urban problems 
as defined by poverty and inner city de-
cline has been reconstituted in terms 
of competitiveness and fiscal solvency 
(Smith 1988).”
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“It is important that planners do not be-
come so preoccupied with the develop-
ment of new shopping centers that they 
fail to give adequate attention to the 
older business districts. In most cities, 
the central business districts and the 
older business sub-centers continue to 
supply the bulk of the needs of the ur-
ban population (Webster 1958).”  
Nevertheless, many of the older shop-
ping districts have become casualties of 
the automobile age, and the accompanying 
shifts of populations and industry. The 
loss of business to the newer shopping 
centers has produced a current rate of 
deterioration which has become a matter 
of grave public concern in many of the 
urban communities throughout the coun-
try. The economic loss is felt not only 
by business men and property owners in 
these declining districts, but also is re-
flected in lower tax returns and higher 
proportionate costs of public services 
(Webster 1958).”
The city is an urban community in which 
people re able to communicate. Early cit-
ies began because of the bartering system 
of the day, then came trading hubs, mili-
tary centers, or religious shrines. Cities 
still flourish for the same reason. For 
each, the city provides a place of con-
tact. The city is a place to make a busi-
ness deal, enact rules and regulations, 
make friends, and even fall in love. 
Historical context for this research 
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“The old justification for planning was 
comprehensiveness and the minimization of 
negative externalities (Klosterman 1985).” 
However, urban designers and planners no 
longer approach the profession from this 
mind set.
“The new ones are competitiveness and mar-
ket rationality. The debate over the utility 
of the rational model becomes meaningless 
in a context of negotiation with private in-
vestors. Whereas planning was previously 
seen by both its supporters and its right-
wing critics as antithetical to markets, it is 
now directed at budgeting to market analy-
sis, negotiation, and project specific capi-
tal programming. Forecasting is integrated 
into strategic planning techniques bor-
rowed from business so as to permit the 
seizing of opportunities for growth, often 
with almost total neglect of distributional 
consequences (Swanstrom 1987).”
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Academically speaking I am under the impres-
sion that I have underperform to my abilities, 
due to distractions outside of the classroom. 
I am proud to be a member of the future spring 
2012 Landscape Architecture graduating 
class at North Dakota State University. In the 
near future, my intent is to pursue a career in 
the field of urban designing and planning.  
One of the main emphasis will be the steward-
ship of the public and private sectors’ safety, 
health, and welfare with the urban environ-
ment. When it comes to the field of urban de-
signing and planning, I believe it can really 
have a profound impact the human race. The 
reason for such statement came about due to 
the history of the field. Sure one person can 
make a major contribution to the environment, 
but without insightful decision making organi-
zations, our cities, towns, and communities of-
ten fall victims to poor planning. Today there 
are numerous special interest groups and or-
ganizations are starting to approach this issue 
of Sustainable urbanism, meaning better land-
use to reduce urban sprawl across America
Professionally speaking the field of Land-
scape Architecture demands both present and 
future Landscape Architects to in immerse 
themselves in a wealth of knowledge. During 
our careers, as landscape architect will need 
to be able to address society’s most complex 
issues as practitioners or disciplinary re-
searches, the profession then requires that 
we obtain the proper training and schooling 
by receiving a comprehensive education. Uni-
versities then play a major role in the pro-
cess of professional preparation for entry 
into the field. 
Goals of thesis project:
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Professional: 
Academic: 
Colleges then assume the three primary 
responsibilities:  Teaching, research, and 
service to the urban community. Through 
my research, I have discovered the impact 
Urban Designer or planner can have on 
a community. However, the field requires 
a great deal of knowledge and expertise 
from practitioner, of the profession.
Pursuing of a career within the field of 
Landscape Architecture is something I 
am looking forward to in the future. I 
know this will be a great challenge for 
me, but I believe that the education I am 
have obtained from an accredited insti-
tution such as North Dakota State Uni-
versity. Will prepare me for the various 
environmental design issues our society 
need to address. 
Has a future Landscape Architect my 
goal is to create well-designed sited civ-
ic spaces and public gathering places. 
Provide cities, towns, communities and 
neighborhoods with identifiable centers 
and edges; compact development that 
preserves farmlands and environmental-
ly sensitive areas. 
I will dedicate my service to discourage 
auto-dominated landscapes projects, 
which in past have played a major role 
in urban sprawls. I will work diligently 
to promote infill development to revital-
ize city centers, which will promote in-
terconnected streets. Such an approach 
should have a profound impact towards 
a more transit-oriented development 
(TOD); creating streets friendly to pe-
destrians and cyclists. 
Goals of thesis project:
Personal:
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Analysis Narrative:
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I choose the city of Bismarck, ND as the most ap-
propriate site for my thesis project. One of the 
few reasons for me deciding to focus on the city 
of Bismarck is the site’s location. Another was 
since I’ve been attending North Dakota State Uni-
versity I never visit the city before, plus it’s the 
Capital city for the state of North Dakota.  My 
site investigation took place over thanksgiving. I 
arrived at the site at approximately 12:18 p.m.  For 
the first time, not that I haven’t been here before; 
I drove by it once on my way to Regent, ND for a 
class related purpose. The weather condition was 
pleasant for late November, usually at this time 
of the year the ground is covered with snow. 
The traffic condition was at a moderate level that 
due to it being a national holiday. 
In my opinion this was an ideal day to perform an 
inventory of for the city of Bismarck, ND. However 
as a future Landscape Architect, I came to realize 
I may have done the city of Bismarck a dis-service 
by not documenting the city when it’s functioning 
at full capacity. I have come to the realization 
that a city is a “machine”, metaphorically speak-
ing, and not being able to witness the city from 
that stand point. At times I would get a glimpse 
of the city functioning in a manner I believe a city 
of that scale should operate; towards the end of 
the end of my documentation of the city. 
  
The city of Bismarck seemed like a giant at sleep, 
with most light industrial and commercial districts 
deserted.  To my surprise the residential districts 
were also at not as active has Imagine them to be. 
The wind wasn’t even bothersome; perhaps it blew 
over me due to the north hill. I had the occasion-
al overcast gray clouds lingering above the city, 
but this didn’t hinder my visibility of Bismarck, 
ND.  Meaning I was able to document the city of 
Bismarck, ND with really good sunlight condition. 
Unlike the Red River valley region of the state, 
the City of Bismarck as some very distinguished 
change in elevation throughout the site.  
When developing an urban design platform
for the City of Bismarck,ND there are a few areas 
of interest, which needs to be address:
Availability & expansion capability of 
public facilities & services:
1. Using existing open spaces to create vibrant 
small parks and plazas.
Transportation improvements: 
1. Provide efficient transportation 
networks including alternatives to the car
2. Promote connectivity and integrated transpor-
tation modalities
Existing use of land: 
1. Promote diverse housing opportunities that are 
well design (green) affordable and mixed-Use.
2. Provide a range of housing types and tenures 
in safe neighborhoods
 
Historic sites and Identifiable Center: 
1. Preserve and enhance the cultural 
heritage of the downtown
2. Foster development as a community (e.g. com-
munity gathering space and events)
3. Integrate art, sculpture, and water features 
that ties throughout the downtown area 
Sensitive environmental resources: 
1. Control pollution (noise, air, light, water, soil,)
2. Reduce impervious surfaces to increase 
water infiltration
3. Preserve habitat and connected natural sys-
tems for terrestrial and aquatic species and pro-
vide natural and recreational areas for residents
Fiscal impacts: 
1. Increase density and vitality of activities (art, 
culture, and business) in existing downtown area
2. Foster commercial development to promote and 
expand the role of Bismarck,ND as a Commercial, 
educational,and light 
industrial urban area
3. Encourage affordable commercial space for 
small-scale business as well as additional large 
format retail
Programmatic Requirement
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Site Location : Macro-Scale
Legend: Site Option:1 Mile .5 Mile 
1Mile 
.5 Mile 
Business district
Industrial district
Corporate district
Core Business district 
Historic Neighborhood
50
Zones and Districts Population Density 
Population density:
Renaissance Zone:  2,031 people/sq. mile
Bismarck:         2,065 people/sq. mile
Population density:
Downtown Fringe District:  2,172 people/sq. mile
Bismarck:                           2,065 people/sq. mile
Population density:
Downtown Core District: 2,293 people/sq. mile
Bismarck:                 2,065 people/sq. mile
Population density:
Cathedral Historic District: 3,721 people/sq. mile
Bismarck:                        2,065 people/sq. mile
Site Analysis
51Zoning Map  
Zones and Districts
Area of Interest Site outline
Cathedral  Historic  Neighborhood 
Downtown Fringe District
Downtown Core District Renaissance District
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Traffic circulation pattern 
Legend: Site Location 
N Scale : 1” = 60’
Arterial Street 
Collector Street 
Alley  ways 
Arterial Street 
Points of intersection between cars 
and pedestrians
Cathedral  Historic  Neighborhood 
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Street-types and Blocks
Photo courtsey of Google Earth
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Site Location:        Downtown Bismarck,ND
Site Area :       18.5 Acres
Designer:       Leroy Grant   
Potential Clients: City of Bismarck
           Private Developer
N Scale : 1” = 30’
The city of Bismarck, ND began long before 
white settlement of the Northern Plains be-
gan; a natural ford on the site of present-
day Bismarck at the time was known to Plains 
Indian tribes as one of the narrowest and 
least dangerous crossings on the Missouri 
River. With the discovery of Stone tools and 
weapons in and around the site. Shows there 
was once the hunting ground thousands of 
years ago by prehistoric tribes. When explore 
arrived sometime around the 1700s, those 
tribes had been displaced by the Mandan and 
Hidatsa peoples. Unlike nomadic Plains tribes, 
the Mandan and Hidatsa built fortified towns, 
cultivated parcels of land to provide food; 
which evolved into communities in and around 
present-day Bismarck, and developed a thriv-
ing Northern Plains trading hub.
Today Bismarck, ND is the state capital and 
seat of Burleigh County as a population of 
55532; located south central N.D., on hills 
overlooking the Missouri River; establish in 
1873.  Considered the trade center for a 
large spring-wheat, livestock, and dairying 
region, Bismarck is also a financial and tele-
communications center, and development of 
the oil reserves in the nearby Williston Basin 
is important. Lewis and Clark camped nearby 
in 1804. With the beginning of river traffic 
in the 1830s, a steamboat port called the 
“Crossing on the Missouri” emerged in the 
city. In 1872, Camp Greeley (later Camp Han-
cock) was created to protect workers build-
ing the Northern Pacific RR. When the rail-
road reached the fort the next year, a town 
was laid out, subsequently named Bismarck 
in the hope of attracting German investment 
in the railroad. Bismarck boomed as a river 
port and railroad center, a gateway for west-
ern expansion, and supply point for the Black 
Hills gold rush (1874). It became the territo-
rial capital in 1883.
Site Analysis
Site history
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Site Analysis
www.city-data.com/city/Bismarck-North-Dakota.html
    White alone - 54,718 (92.0%)
    American alone - 2,019 (3.4%)
    Two or more races - 1,184 (2.0%)
    Hispanic - 927 (1.6%)
    Asian alone - 386 (0.6%)
    Black alone - 212 (0.4%)
    Other race alone - 25 (0.04%)
Demographics
The city OF Bismarck has a 
Population of 62,272
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Site Inventory/Analysis
Photo courtesy of Leroy Grant
Photo courtesy of Leroy Grant
Photo courtesy of Leroy Grant
Photo courtesy of Leroy Grant
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View of 9th st. & broadway 
looking north at the local hospital.
View of residential area, close 
to  corporate district.
View of State St. & Divide 
not a pedestrian friendly 
street. 
Entrance to the city of 
Bismarck traveling from 
Fargo, ND on I-94
Site Inventory/Analysis
Photo courtesy of Leroy Grant
Photo courtesy of Leroy Grant
Photo courtesy of Leroy Grant
Photo courtesy of Leroy Grant
58View of a business building along 
divide ave. 
View of main & 12 th st. looking 
north at a residential district 
View of Capital building 
grounds
View of  Broadway & 8th St. 
looking at one the many 
historical churches located in 
downtown  district of the city. 
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Master Plan
Block Type VI
N Scale : 1” = 60’
Block Type IV
Block TypeV
Block  Type I Central Square Area 
Block Type II Block  Type III
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Central Square 
Circulation Pathway 
Brick Pavement Road 
Bollard lighting  
Skating Rink / Concert 
gathering area 
N Scale : 1” = 20’
Stage Area/ Wooden 
Pergola shelter 
Shade Tents Center Seating Area / Stamp 
concrete As pavement material
Pedestrian scale streetscape 
Lighting with banner sign
Trees Planting with tree grates
Covered in gravel as ground 
cover material
Boulevard trees used to create a 
frame views within the square
Different building types used to enclose the 
Square for better use of the site 
Minimal vehicular traffic area for higher 
pedestrian activity within the square
Flower beds
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Central Square: Stage area  
Simple Shade tent  allowing for a more 
unique experience
Skating Rink / 
Concert gathering area 
Concrete pavement material, providing a 
contrast with the turf grass 
N Scale : 1” = 10’
Wooden shelter with a mesh 
Roof allowing more through 
Center median with a 
Planting bed 
Brick paving for road 
Stage Structure made 
from wood 
Stage Platform made 
from Concrete/ brick 
15’
20’
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Trees with grate and gravel 
has ground cover which reduce
Landscape Maintenance  
Concrete pavement used 
to create Circulation
 pathway in and around 
the Square
N Scale : 1” = 10’
Central Square: Planting Beds 
Common: Stiff Goldenrod 
Scientific:  Oligoneuron 
rigidum
Common: Evening Primrose
Scientific: - Oenothera biennis 
Common: Showy Goldenrod 
 Scientific: Solidago speciosa 
Common: Indiangrass - 
Scientific: Sorghastrum nutans
Common: Ironweed - 
Scientific Vernonia fasciculata 
Common: Little Bluestem 
Scientific: Schizachyrium 
scoparium
64
Birds-eye view of looking west at the Central square. 
Showing how the Central area complements the overall 
design for the site. 
Urbanscape Revitalization: Central square
65
View of the Central square looking from the west bound 
end Entrance of the site.  
Urbanscape Revitalization: Central square
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N Scale : 1” = 20’Open Plaza space that invites users
 of the space to transition into the 
Secluded pocket park  
Masterplan: Block Type IV
Hardwood 
Floor material
Green mounds are used to add 
a  simple, yet playful element to 
the site .
Landscape furniture such as stainless steel 
bench and trash containers make this more 
Appealing 
Bump out curbs 
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Views of  Block Type IV
Birds-eye view of the entire 
pocket park, using a change 
in the topography to create 
mounds within the  site 
allows for a unique landscape 
element. 
View Of The Open And Inviting 
Pocket Park Which Leads You Into 
The Main Pocket Park
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Masterplan: Block Type II
One of two entrance/ exit point into 
the site. Here users of the space can 
realx in a more private setting.
Planter box placed in the middle of 
the entrance to 
Water feature used 
to create a tranquil 
experience. And 
also has a focal 
point in the site. 
Tent/ shade canopy 
Landscape boulder 
rocks are  Incorpo-
rated into the design 
at add a natural feel 
to the site. 
Landscape furniture  are used to give 
users an option in terms of how they 
would rather use  the space. 
Brick Paving material 
is deliberately install
 to change up the 
ground cover  from 
Softscape to a 
hardscape surface. 
Which provides a 
Complementary 
blend to the space.  
N Scale : 1” = 20’
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Different types of activities  the 
space can provide  for users of 
various age groups
View of the New 
Courtyard showing the 
central feature of the 
space. 
Views of  Block Type II
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View of  Block Type II
Aerial view of the entire site, showing various amenities the space 
offer its users. 
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Masterplan: Block Type V
There are numerous entrance/ exit 
points into the site. Here users of the 
space can relax in a more private 
setting.
Planter box, that 
can be used to as 
seating ledge. 
There are two 
simply canopy 
located within the 
site. 
N Scale : 1” = 20’
View of courtyard providing  
a more private setting 
for  users of the space
Views of  Block Type V
Aerial view over 
looking the entire 
block, 
Showing how the  
space is being used. 
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73
View of courtyard looking across the open space 
View of  Block Type V
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Masterplan: Block Type I
Entrance from the west 
Allows users of the option 
staying on the outside edge 
of the plaza or to use the 
Inside section of the plaza
Landscape furniture  are 
used to give users an 
option in terms of how 
they would rather use  the 
space. 
N Scale : 1” = 20’
Using the  same pavement 
material through the site 
allows for a smooth transi-
tion from the exterior 
section of the plaza to the 
interior section.
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Section cut of Block Type I
Plaza space
Sidewalk 
Sidewalk 
Pocket Park 
Residentail housing 
 mainly single family units
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Views of  Block Type I
Bird’s-eye view 
looking across the 
open public park, 
showing how the 
open space design
 invites users
 in to the park. 
Bird’s-eye view looking across the 
open public park, Showing the types of 
activities that can take place in  the park. 
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Streetscape:  Plan View  N. 1st. Street 
N Scale : 1” = 60’N 1st. Street  
N Scale : 1” = 10’
A A 
Masterplan 
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View of what N. 1st  Street will look like in the future.  
Streetscape:  Plan View  N. 1st. Street 
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Streetscape: Section A-A
N Scale : 1” = 20’
Parking 
Sidewalk 
Parking 
Sidewalk 
 2 Story 
Building
 3 Story 
Building
Car Lanes
Bike Lane
Car Lanes
Bike Lane
13’ 13’7’7’ 6’ 6’12’12’
N 1st. Street  
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Skating Rink  Concert Arera 
Center median
N Scale : NTS
Sidewalk 
Sidewalk 
 3 Story 
Building
 3 Story 
Building
Car Lanes
Bike Lane
Car Lanes
Bike Lane
Streetscape: Section of Central Square
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Calculation
When calculating the open space square 
footage or acreage, the footprint of any 
building, whether public or private, shall 
be subtracted first. 
The remaining square footage shall
be used for all calculations and 
percentages.
Access
Every open space shall have a minimum 
of one primary pedestrian entrance along 
each street frontage and pedestrian 
frontage.
All publicly accessible open space shall 
meet the appropriate standards of the 
American’s with Disabilities Act.
New Development standards and guidelines
Building frontage
Buildings that are part of the same 
development as the open space and abut the 
open space shall have a  minimum of one 
 pedestrian entrance on the open space.
Promote building scale that enhances 
the public realm, and promote new 
buildings that complement the scale 
of neighboring structures, particularly 
adjacent historic building and open 
Spaces such as plaza and pocket parks.
Paving Materials
Asphalt may be approved fro its designee 
for recreational jogging or bicycle paths 
only.
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Birds-eye View of the central square over looking the Skating Rink
Urbanscape Revitalization: City of Bismarck ,ND
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Conclusion: 
Transportation
Buildings
Zoning
Parks and Plazas
Urban communities or cities evolve from individual conversations. 
Creating interesting public spaces is the platform upon which a 
framework, with Daily details supplied by highly motivated 
entrepreneurs who recognize what is working and what needs to be 
address immediately. Once these four major areas are met then a 
successful project is imminent. They are as follow below: 
Urbanscape Revitalization: City of Bismarck ,ND
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